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Bob Steinberg earned an undergraduate
degree in engineering.“In 1982, I met a patent attorney who indicated
that the landscape of patents was about to change because of the
new Federal Circuit. So I applied to law school rather than get an
MBA.” After spending time in private practice, he became CEO of a
software company called xSides. Fifteen years ago, he returned to
Latham to help establish its IP practice.
When the Patent Trial and Appeal
Board was promulgated in 2012, Steinberg realized it could be a
game changer. “But mistakes were being made by practitioners,
and actions by judges could be improved. I called opposing
counsel and pitched the idea of a PTAB bar association. They
liked the idea, and we invited a small group of similarly minded people to put together a board. We had
almost 1,000 members by our inaugural event in February 2016.” Steinberg was elected the association’s
first president. “It’s been a wonderful way to get to know fellow practitioners, and we’ve opened up the
dialogue of communications with the PTAB to help the community do an even better job.”
Patents and patent litigation have never been so important.
“The PTAB is now becoming where the markets need to figure out if legal barriers to entry are going to
hold them up. That’s important due to the decreasing barriers to entry posed technologically.” Several
recent court proceedings, including the TC Heartland case and SAS Institute v. Michelle Lee, will have
significant impacts. “This is a changing landscape.”

Reprinted with permission from the July 2017 edition of THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL © 2017 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited.
For information, contact 877-257-3382, reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. #005-07-17-06

