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FEATURED

Venture capital’s 2026 Rising Stars: H-L

A senior associate who leveraged 'her deep scientific understanding of gene engineering’
from academic research and a partner who built networks across Al technical communities are
among VClJ's latest 40 Rising Stars under the age of 40.

Jana Kovich | 36
Partner
Latham & Watkins LLP

ovich is a partner in the emerging companies and growth practice at Latham
K & Watkins in Chicago. She advises start-ups and VC firms on business

formation and structuring, corporate governance, equity financings and exit
strategies. In the past year she helped several high-profile clients, including DNS
Capital, Drive Capital, Oura, Meritech Partners, Rivian Automotive and Vuori, on
venture financing. Kovich also serves as a guest lecturer at Duke University School
of Law and Northwestern University’s Pritzker School of Law and volunteers as pro
bono counsel for A Better Chicago, a philanthropic organization investing in non-

profit organizations that help children escape poverty.
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