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LATHAM & WATKINS

After JosephNacchio, the former Qwest Com-
munications International Inc. chief execu-
tive, was convicted in April on insider-trading
charges, he turned to Maureen Mahoney to

lead his appeal. It was the lat-
est in a long line of high-im-
pact appeals forMs.Mahoney,
a partner at Latham & Wat-
kins LLP.

Perhaps her most cele-
brated win came in a 2003
case before the Supreme
Court:Shesuccessfullyargued

that the University of Michigan Law School
could use race in admissions decisions. In an-
otherhigh-courtcase in2005,shewonarever-
sal of the criminal conviction of accounting
firm Arthur Andersen. That same year, her
namewasbandied about as apossible replace-
ment for Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

The next few months should be busy ones
for the 53-year-old Ms. Mahoney. Aside from
theNacchio appeal, which she is scheduled to
argue on Dec. 18, she will present a patent
case at the Supreme Court early next year on
behalf of Quanta Computer Inc.

Ms.Mahoney says she focused full-time on
appeals in the late 1980s partly to avoid the
travel associated with trial work. “I’d always
been interested in it, but having two young
kids is really what got me to make the move.”

Theshiftwasoneof fewshehasmade inher
career.Apartfromatwo-yearstintasdeputyso-
licitor general, she has spent the past 27 years
at Latham &Watkins in Washington, D.C. “I’ve
beenmarried for 29 years, had the same secre-
taryfor22yearsandhadthesamehousekeeper
sinceourson [now24yearsold]wasborn,” she
says. “I like stability.”

—Ashby Jones

(the following has been excerpted)


